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“Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction and skillful execution; it represents the wise choice of many alternatives.” William Foster
Associated Christian Schools: Update.
1. ACS One day Conference for PA’s and Admin Staff: Thank you to all the delegates who were able to attend this event, held at Nambour Christian College last Friday, 13th January 2012.  There were 51 delegates who attended a very informative day.  The day began with an insightful Devotion from Rahila Barker, PA to the Headmaster at Redlands College. Speakers included Bruce Campbell, Shari Armistead and Sally Thibault. Thanks also go to our Forum Panel: Felicity Wauchope (Toowoomba Christian College), Julieanne Lomas (Freshwater Christian College), Sheena Polkinghorne (Genesis Christian College), and Trish Mowczko (Calvary Christian College, Townsville).  Please note now the Date Claimer for 2013: 11th January.  Venue will be advised. 
2. ACS One day Conference for Chaplains, Counsellors and Pastoral care workers: a reminder that this day is being held on Friday, 20th January 2012, at Northside Christian College.  Speakers include Dr Peter Janetzki, Alistair Macpherson (Corney and Lind Lawyers) and Dr Robi Sonderegger. 
3.  ACS 2012 Calendar of Events: The updated ACS Calendar of Events for 2012 can be accessed here.
Professional Development Articles
1. “Becoming a Critic of Your Own Thinking” by Dr Linda Elder, President of the Foundation for Critical Thinking and Executive Director of the Center for Critical Thinking, can be accessed here

2. “The Social Ecology of Leadership” by Rev. Simon Walker can be accessed here

Updates of Interest

1. New legislation requirements for child care: The new Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Act 2011 was mandated from 1st January 2012. This legislation has impacted on blue card processes for child care business operators, volunteers and paid employees. Further information is available here.
2. Changes to the mandatory reporting of sexual abuse: As of the 9 July 2012, changes will come into force in relation to the mandatory reporting of sexual abuse, in relation to the following: 
(1) New requirement to report likely sexual abuse: if a non-State school staff member reasonably suspects, in the course of the staff member’s employment at the school, that a student is likely to be sexually abused by another person, the staff member must give a written report of the suspicions to the school’s principal or a director of the school’s governing body. The principal or director is then required to immediately give a copy of any written report received to a police officer.
(2) Broadening of current requirements to report sexual abuse, or suspected sexual abuse: The current reporting requirements under section 366 of the Act, which apply to certain categories of students, are broadened to cover not only sexual abuse, or suspected sexual abuse, by an employee of the school, but to now also encompass sexual abuse, or suspected sexual abuse, by another person.
(3) New option to delegate reporting function of governing body director: A new section 366B in the Act gives directors of a non-State school governing body the option of delegating to an appropriately qualified individual a director’s function under section 366 or 366A of receiving a written report, and giving a copy of a written report to a police officer, and sets out some of the parameters of any such delegation.
The NSSAB Board intends to write to all governing bodies with more information, when more details are available.
3. ATO: Information regarding the implications of investing on behalf of children and making contributions to their spouse's superannuation. Read more here

4. Schools operating Kindergartens: Relevant information, policies and forms can be accessed on the Qld government website here.

5. ACECQA: ACECQA is the new national body ensuring high quality early childhood education and care across Australia. Forms that are to be used as from 2012 can be accessed here 

6. Compass Schools Conference 2012: A reminder that this conference is being held from the Saturday 3 March - Tuesday 6 March 2012, at Rydges Eagle Hawk Resort, Federal Highway, Canberra. Further information can be accessed here

7. ISCA: ISCA’s Submission on the Definition of a Charity in Response to the Federal Government’s Consultation paper, can be accessed here.  

Media Update
1. Schools of thought split on education: Most high school graduates complete the South Australian Certificate of Education - however, a growing number are choosing the International Baccalaureate. Read the full article here
2. Pinterest: forget Facebook, and Twitter, now there is Pinterest.  Pinterest is an online pinboard where you can organize and share things you love. You can check it out here.
3. Web-of-lies teacher to face probe: The Queensland Government has ordered an investigation into the teacher at the centre of an elaborate Facebook hoax. Read the article in the Courier Mail here
4. Essays in Understanding the Bible (11): A Biblical Worldview: The essay, by Helen Parry, can be accessed on the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity’s website here.
5. Researchers discover source of infant epilepsy: Adelaide researchers have unlocked a 20-year mystery about a type of epilepsy in infants. It is caused by a single mutation in one gene. Read the article in the South Australian media here
6. Education Queensland recalls classroom science kits after asbestos found by Townsville students: The State Government claims its asbestos management guidelines are the strictest in the country despite four Year 8 students finding traces of the deadly substance in science kits. Read the article in the Courier Mail here

Reflection Corner

“the Bible is primarily an invitation to faith: a response of the heart to the living God who made us, loves us and saves us. Questions like those you raised will occupy us for a lifetime but it is only by approaching in faith that we can understand the Bible as it describes itself: as Scripture, the word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). Augustine (A.D. 354-430) said: ‘Understanding is the reward of faith. Therefore do not seek to understand in order to believe, but believe that you may understand.’ Therein the real quest begins.” Simon Howard.

Global Intelligence

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mosque of Suleiman the Magnificent, named for a sultan and known for its graceful minarets and stained glass windows, is considered the most beautiful among this city’s many mosques:
a) Cairo	b) Damascus	c) Istanbul	d) Sana’a
(Answer in the next Members’ Update)
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