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Welcome & Introduc�on
Welcome to the New Zealand Study Tour. During this trip we will be travelling a 
reasonable amount and having to make certain fixed mee�ng points and �mes. 
It is essen�al that we maintain cohesion as a group. The following are some 
useful guidelines. 

Weather
On the North Island, temperatures between 7 to 17°C and on the South Island, 
anything from 5 to 17°C.

Dress Code
Business A�re (coat and �e) for the school visits and mee�ngs, and casual 
clothing for other ac�vi�es. Layering is recommended due to varia�ons in climate.

Schools Visits
If you decide not to join the group for any par�cular school visit, please let me 
know this in advance as schools have been advised on the set number of people 
a�ending the visit. This is just a courtesy that we can let the schools know if our 
numbers have changed.

Illness
Please let me know if you become ill at any �me during the tour and I can assist 
you as best as possible.

Flights
We have a number of early morning flights, so bring a good alarm.

Each evening I will make known the �me of departure for the next morning.

I look forward to having a great �me together.

Leighton Kuss



Tour Contacts

Tour Group

Cully, Gary | Principal | Parklands Chris�an College | 0434404144 

Mann, Gavin | Board Chair | Parklands Chris�an College | 0488 221 292

Hair, Robyn | Deputy Principal: Teaching, Learning & Culture | Calvary Chris�an College - Townsville | 0408738846

Reeves, Allison | Director Of Primary College | Calvary Chris�an College - Townsville | 0414919721

Chamberlin, Wendy | Director - Early Learning Centre | Calvary Chris�an College - Townsville |0412548925

Gilbank, Ma�hew | Head of Student Services | Calvary Chris�an College - Townsville| 0421 744 998

Vuce�c, Mar�n | Director - Secondary College | Calvary Chris�an College - Townsville | 0409764327

Oosthuizen, Jorrie | Principal – Logan Village Campus | King's Chris�an College | 0452 544 489

Meyers, Russell | Principal- Reedy Creek Campus | King's Chris�an College | 0415097520

Verreynne, Rob | Principal – Pimpama Campus | King's Chris�an College | 0424137178

Verreynne, Tracey | King's Group Head - Early Learning | Kings’ Chris�an College  | 0450834141

Schmidt, Craig | Principal | Westside Chris�an College | 0417876635

Thompson, Paul | Principal | Bundaberg Chris�an College | 0407001689

Es�e Oosthuizen | Senior Mathema�cs Teacher | Emmanuel College

Ethan Kuss
ACS Executive Officer
P: 0407 764 550
E: ekuss@chris�anschools.org.au

Leighton Kuss
ACS Chair, Principal at Northside Christian College
P: 0412 397 982
E: lkuss@northside.qld.edu.au



10
September

SUNDAY

11
September

MONDAY

Accommoda�on - Tauranga

School Visit - Bethlehem College
Visit Time: 9:30 AM to Early A�ernoon
Principal: Larne Edmeades
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | 1-13
Points of Interest: Early example of a ‘state-integrated’ school. Bicultural 
integra�on with Chris�an worldview
Website: h�ps://www.beth.school.nz/
Background: Bethlehem College believe that every child is unique & created in the 
image of God with gi�s & talents that when developed and used enable them to 
flourish. The curriculum includes academic, cultural, spor�ng and moral pursuits. 
Staff members are commi�ed to establishing strong rela�onships with students, as 
these rela�onships provide the founda�on for teaching, learning, discipleship, 
pastoral care and personal development. The teaching and learning ethos at 
Bethlehem College encourages a personal faith in Jesus Christ, a strong work ethic, 
involvement in a wide range of college and community ac�vi�es, and a life of 
service and leadership.

Loca�on: Trinity Wharf Tauranga
Address: 51 Dive Cres, Tauranga
Check In: Monday 10th September
Check Out: Tuesday 12th September
Notes: Breakfast Included

10
September

SUNDAY

Transporta�on - Car hire
Company: Hertz

Pickup & Drop Off Loca�on: Tauranga Airport
Drivers: Ethan Kuss, Robyn Hair, Gary Cully

Schedule



Schedule

12
September

TUESDAY

12
September

TUESDAY

Accommoda�on - Auckland

School Visit - Saint Ken�gern College
Visit Time: Around 9:00 AM depending on flight arrival �mes.
Principal: Damon Emtrage (formerly DP at BBC)
Character: Presbyterian | Independent | co-ed | 9-13
Points of Interest: Example of a ‘newer’ tradi�onal independent school
Website: h�ps://www.saintken�gern.com/
Background: The Mission commits us to fostering a caring school environment 
where the poten�al of each and every student is realised to the full, and service to 
others is considered ahead of personal gain. The involvement of parents and 
families in many aspects of school life, including Chapel services, social gatherings 
and class and school events, is a vital part of the Saint Ken�gern experience.

Loca�on: Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour
Address: 21 Viaduct Harbour Ave, Auckland
Check In: Tuesday 12th September
Check Out: Thursday 14th September
Notes: Includes access to Club and buffet Breakfast

12
September

TUESDAY

Transporta�on - Flight
Carrier: Air New Zealand

Depart: 7:05am, Tauranga Airport
Arrive: 7:45am, Auckland Domes�c Airport

12
September

TUESDAY

Transporta�on - Car Hire
Company: Europecar

Pickup: Tuesday 12th, Auckland Domes�c Airport
Drop Off: Thursday 14th, Auckland Domes�c Airport

Drivers: Ethan Kuss, Robyn Hair, Gary Cully



12
September

TUESDAY

School Visit - Elim Chris�an College
Visit Time: 1:00 PM - Lunch & A�ernoon
Principal: Murray Burton
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | co-ed | 1-13
Points of Interest: Bicultural integra�on
Website: h�ps://www.elim.school.nz/
Background: Elim Chris�an College aims to be a deeply authen�c, future-focused 
learning community by engaging in �meless principles and innova�ve prac�ces and 
by integra�ng a focused biblical worldview so that each student will echo the 
words of Jeremiah 29:11 in the Bible, where it says: “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you a future and a hope.”

Schedule

13
September

WEDNESDAY

School Visit - Kingsway College
Visit Time: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | co-ed | 1-13
Points of Interest: Example of coopera�on between school, trust, and proprietor.
School Principal: Graeme Budler
Webiste: h�ps://kingsway.school.nz/
Background: KingsWay School exists to work in partnership with Chris�an parents. 
The school aims to achieve this by providing a Christ-centred learning environment 
based on Biblical truth and prac�ce as recognised by adherents of the evangelical 
Chris�an faith. We insist on appoin�ng quality, commi�ed, enthusias�c and 
talented Chris�an teachers passionate about educa�ng young people.



14
September

THURSDAY

School Visit - St Margaret’s College
Visit Time: 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM
Character: Anglican | Independent
Execu�ve Principal: Diana Patche�
Points of Interest: Girls educa�on
Website: h�ps://stmargarets.school.nz/
Background: The vision is to create empathe�c, confident and connected global 
ci�zens, who value personal excellence and strive to make a posi�ve 
difference.

Schedule

14
September

THURSDAY

Transporta�on - Flight
Carrier: Air New Zealand

Depart: 06:50am, Auckland Domes�c Airport
Arrive: 08:15am, Christchurch Interna�onal Airport

Notes: Held as a group - seats for all passengers Seat + Bag - 
Includes 1 x checked luggage (23kgs)

14
September

THURSDAY

Transporta�on - Car Hire
Company: Europecar

Pickup: Thursday 14, 08:00am, Christchurch Airport
Drop Off: Friday 22, 06:00am, Christchurch Airport

Drivers: Ethan Kuss, Robyn Hair, Gary Cully



14
September

THURSDAY

Accommoda�on - Christchurch
Loca�on: Christchurch Novotel Cathedral Square
Address: 52 Cathedral Square, Christchurch
Check In: Thursday 14th September
Check Out: Friday 22nd September
Notes: Includes buffet breakfast. Parking: valet parking at a cost of $35NZD per 
vehicle per night.

14
September

THURSDAY

School Visit - Christ’s College
Visit Time: 2:00 PM
Character: Anglican | Independent | Boys | Boarding | 9-13
Execu�ve Principal: Garth Wynne (previously Christ Church Grammar, Perth)
Points of Interest: Long history, combina�on of tradi�on and innova�on, Boys 
educa�on, Post-earthquake heritage restora�on. Alumni Program.
Website: h�ps://christscollege.com/
Background: Christ’s College was modelled on the public schools of England, which 
many of the men in the Canterbury Associa�on had themselves a�ended. The 
emphasis was on a classical educa�on, which included Greek and La�n, Modern 
Languages, Mathema�cs, English, History and Geography. The Board of Governors 
is commi�ed to the vision of ensuring that College will be a vibrant school commu-
nity that educates boys to be men of virtuous character who make a posi�ve 
contribu�on to society.

Schedule



15
September

FRIDAY

School Visit - Cathedral Grammar School
Visit Time: 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM
Principal: Sco� Thelniung
Character: Anglican | Independent | 1-3 co-ed | 4-8 boys’ school | 4-8 girls’ school
Points of Interest: Prepara�on for secondary. Dual educa�on.
Website: h�ps://cathedralgrammar.school.nz/
Background: The school is an independent school in the heart of Christchurch 
providing high quality educa�on for pre-school, primary school & intermediate aged 
girls & boys. Supported & encouraged by a culture of nurturing, knowing & growing, 
our students advance on their educa�onal journeys with a solid founda�on of 
academic success and a well-rounded nature based on our Anglican character.

18
September

MONDAY

School Visit - St Bede’s College 
Visit Time: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Character: Roman Catholic | State-integrated | Boys | Boarding | 9-13
Rector: Jon McDowall
Points of Interest: Society of Mary proprietors. Combina�on of tradi�on and 
innova�on. Boys educa�on.
Website: h�ps://www.stbedes.school.nz/
Background: We are all encouraged to reach our poten�al through our faith and by 
our ac�ons while knowing we are valued, safe and supported. It’s a Catholic 
community commi�ed to providing an opportunity for every boy to be the best 
possible version of what God created him to be in all spheres – spiritually, 
academically, in sport and culture. We have high expecta�ons and a core set of 
values which are based on three key words: Catholic, Marist and Bedean.

Schedule



19
September

TUESDAY

School Visit - Te Aratai  College
Visit Time: Arrival 12:30 PM A�ernoon
Principal: Richard Edmundson
Character: State School | coed | 9-13
Points of Interest: Combina�on of tradi�on, innova�on and bicultural
Website: h�ps://tearatai.school.nz/
Background: Te Aratai College is a place where every learner is known and valued 
as an individual and where whānau-school rela�onships ma�er. From Linwood 
High School 1954 to our re-opening as Te Aratai College in 2022, the school 
con�nues in 2023 its proud history.  The name is Te Aratai College, in English: 
pathway to the sea. 

The vision is Mauri Ora through ako: progressive, inclusive, safe, and engaging 
educa�on for flourishing wellbeing and personal excellence. Mauri ora is our 
physical life and spirit flourishes with poten�al, ideas, and connec�ons. 
Ako means both teach and learn. It is the responsive, reciprocal rela�onship of 
the teacher and student learning from each other.

Schedule



20
September

WEDNESDAY

School Visit - Middleton Grange 

Visit Time: 9:30 AM
Principal: Mike Vannoort
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | co-ed | 1-13
Points of Interest: Early example of a ‘state-integrated’ school; Chris�an Schools Trust
Website: h�ps://www.middleton.school.nz/
Background: Middleton Grange School is well known for its high-quality academic 
educa�on, as well as being a compassionate community in which the God-given gi�s 
and talents of children are nurtured and celebrated. It works with parents, whanau 
and caregivers as the ‘first-educators’ to enable children to integrate their faith with 
their learning, and to take their faith, as ambassadors for Jesus, out into the wider 
world. At Middleton Grange School they want to develop godly character in children; 
to help them aspire to their personal excellence; and to serve God and others in the 
community. As a Chris�an school we do this for the glory of God and for the benefit 
of society.

20
September

WEDNESDAY

School Visit - Rolleston Chris�an School
Visit Time: Arrival 1:00 PM
Principal: Liz Horn
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | co-ed | 1-8
Points of Interest: Outdoor Play, PLaybased Learning Classrooms
Website: h�ps://www.rollestonchris�an.school.nz/
Background: Rolleston Chris�an School assists families in the educa�on of their 
children by providing a quality Chris�an environment in which the Biblical truths of 
Jesus Christ are taught and lived, developing each child’s character and God-given 
gi�s and abili�es to their full poten�al.

Schedule



21
September

THURSDAY

School Visit - Aidanfield Chris�an School
Visit Time: Just a�er 9:00 AM
Principal: Mark Richardson
Character: Chris�an | State-integrated | co-ed | 1-10
Points of Interest: Proud Middle School Model
Website: h�ps://www.aidanfield.school.nz/
Background: A school that appeals to families who are looking for a school with a 
view of the world and everything in it shaped by God’s truths and with the Bible as 
the basis for exploring and understanding all there is to know. Focused on an 
excellent standard of learning for all our pupils within a context of strong biblical 
values, family involvement and an emphasis on knowing all our pupils well.

21
THURSDAY

School Visit - Hagley College 
Visit Time: 1:00 PM
Principal: Rowan Milburn
Character: State School | co-ed | Year 8 – 12 and adult educa�on
Points of Interest: Designated character school.
Website: h�ps://www.hagley.school.nz/
Background: We are a school that is almost as old as Ōtautahi itself and we are very 
proud of our unique iden�ty. We have designated character status which recognises 
the fact that we do things a bit differently here. One of these things is we have adult 
learners both during the day and at night and we provide a space for young people 
that have had barriers to their educa�on to come with a clean slate and learn. On the 
other side of all that though we are also a first choice school for the many students 
who want to join us in year 9 for their secondary educa�on. We stand out with a 
wide range of subjects we offer and we priori�se wellbeing and a students iden�ty.

September

22
September

FRIDAY

Transporta�on - Flight
Carrier: Air New Zealand

Depart: 06:30am, Christchurch Interna�onal Airport
Arrive: 08:15am, Brisbane Interna�onal Airport

Notes: Held as a group - 1 x checked luggage (23kgs), 
seat back entertainment, inflight meal and beverage

Schedule
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